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Betting Season

Each fall, millions of football fans pore over stat sheets and
plunk down cash—all to share in one big fantasy. By Pete Proko

who claim to bleed green,

Dennis Yost roots for the
day his Birds bring home the
Vince Lombardi Trophy and new
stories of Super Bowl victory.

But if the team doesn't make
it to Glendale, Ariz., for the hig
game in February, the Cherry
Hill, N.J., native may still be
cheering. In fantasy football,
Yost explains, loyalists don't
always win.

“You hope your [favaorite]
team does well,” he says. “But,
when you have money riding on
it ... it's hard not to root for a
player from an opposing team.”

In fact, many fantasy football
enthusiasts such as Yost say
sleeping with the enemy is the
preferred method to get ahead.

L IKE OTHER EAGLES FANS

Prevailing at this game requires
drafting the best team possi-
ble—selecting players from
several different pro teams—
and playing them in a virtual
competition against the teams
assembled by family members,
friends or coworkers. The re-
ward for victory: cash prizes
and, perhaps more importantly,
a lifetime of bragging rights.
And so, at an estimated 16
million players deep, a cultural
monster is born. Casual fans be-
come more involved and hard-
core fans become obsessed.
During the course of the Na-
tional Football League season,
fantasy players act as a team's
owner, manager and coach all
in one, scouring the Internet
and sports channels for the lat-
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est statistical information, mon-
itoring injuries and sweating
out game-time decisions like
a job interview. If football is a
game of inches, fantasy football
is a game of miles—as in miles
from reality.

But it's easy to get lost in the
land of make believe. There's
no real map to follow and luck
has as much to do with finding
your way to a win as anything.
Sports analysts say that's all
part of the intrigue.

“It allows fans to participate
in a way they never did before,”
says Ed Barkowitz, who covers
fantasy football for the Phila-
delphia Daily News and Com-
cast Sportsiet. It gives them “a
deeper sense of the sport” than
watching it from a stadium seat
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